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Grace, mercy, and peace be to you in the Name of the Father and His Son Jesus Christ.
I have been praying for all of you that you might remain healthy and safe. Praise God that many are
recovering from the Coronavirus and that our knowledge about it is increasing toward better
treatment and safety. I miss seeing you in worship but we are still broadcasting Sunday services on
our radio spot at 9:00 AM on Sunday. If you have computer access to Facebook, we are
livestreaming both Sunday and Wednesday evening service as well as devotions, bible studies, and
notifications. This week found us looking at Easter observance without “congregating”. As difficult as
this may seem, Christ is still the risen Savior. The gift of forgiveness is still valid and your heritage in
heaven is still secure. No matter what the days ahead may bring you are baptized and your place in
heaven is secure.
We often comment that we are too busy for this and too busy for that; now God has slowed things
down. I can remember telling my mom, “I’m bored”…there were a host of things on our little acreage
to do. We had some livestock, yard, garden, snow drifts to deal with. We are slowed down now, and
things may get even slower. Take opportunity to be in the Word of God, to exercise your faith in the
reading of the Catechism, tune in to our Facebook page, and care for your neighbor. You can care
for your neighbor over the phone, by praying with or for them; you can still run and errand for those
who are vulnerable to infection and disease. Check in with your relatives by phone or other devices.
Check in with those who live alone or are isolated as you are.
I want to tell you about a great blessing that is occurring right now. Your pastor has finally gotten with
it and learned to post to Facebook and YouTube, (with great help and encouragement from Marie
Johnson, Micki Fischer, Jason Lagge, and Dave Grant). Others of you are posting encouragement
and support concerning the broadcasts and posts. In that, our worship service recordings and bible
studies, our devotions are going out to people all over the community, the country, and even the
world. Many other Christian congregations are doing the same thing. The Word of God is going out to
the World in great measure. People from Brussels, Belgium, South Africa, and other far away spots
are watching and listening to our services. The Word is going out to people in many different cultures.
Almost all of our parishes are doing something on the internet to make God’s precious Word heard.
Many Christians are broadcasting, “You Tubing”, and posting about the hope we have in Jesus
Christ. God promises to send his Holy Spirit along with the Word to bring sinners to repentance and
salvation by faith. The internet, which can be a great distraction, is being used by Christ’s church to
proclaim the Gospel. The Lord promises that hearing the Word will bear fruit as He chooses.
Take heart! Christ’s church on earth is still advancing. Blessed and preserved by Almighty God the
church is increasing. You have opportunity in this period of isolation to pray, praise, and give thanks.
Remember you offerings to the Lord, as is your duty, knowing that your salvation is already secured.
Rest in the Word of God for you with its comfort, encouragement, and peace.
I look forward to when we might worship together face to face in the congregation of Christ’s Church

in the place. Until then, keep well, pray without ceasing, rest if you are able, and continue to know
that your sins are all forgiven, in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen
God’s Blessings,
Pastor Kirk Peters

Where the Holy Trinity is present and received in faith, there cannot but be
witness (martyria),mercy (diakonia), and life together (koniǹōnia). These
three reflect God’s very being as Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier and
encompass His holy and gracious will for all in Christ Jesus, namely, that all
come to believer in and bear witness to Christ, reflect divine compassion, and
live together in forgiveness, love, and joy in the Church (see Augsburg
Confession1).
LCMS President Matthew C. Harrison

—

Life Together, in the Word:
* The Sunday worship services will continue on the radio (KDKT) every Sunday Morning at 9
AM.
* If you have access to the internet, Worship services also will be live on our Facebook page.
* Bible Study will continue on Sundays @ 10:30 AM, Mondays (10 AM) and Tuesdays (9 AM).
* Pastor will also be offering extra devotions online, throughout the week.
* ALL the presentations of Worship services, Bible Studies, and Devotions on our
YouTube page (search for St. Matthew LCMS, Hazen, ND).
— For those who do not have the internet you may call the office, to have a CD or DVD made
of any worship services, so you can view or listen to them at home with your CD/DVD player.

—

Stewardship:
*

*
*

*

Please send your offerings in the mail (our preferred method) to:
St. Matthew Lutheran Church, PO Box 523, Hazen, ND 58545-0523
OR
Come by the church (8 AM - Noon) and ring the doorbell, the church staff will receive your
offering.
You may contact your financial institution to make arrangements to have your offering
deposited directly from you bank account to St. Matthew’s general fund.
New on our website: StMatthewHazen.org ,you may give you offering through the GivePlus
tab. Enclosed with this letter are step by step instructions how to Give online. You will need
the routing number from your bank and the bank account number you are choosing to give
from - you’ll find this information on your check blanks. We ask that you please play by your
checking/savings account. Please, refrain from using the credit card/debit card, if possible,
as a fee will need to be paid by the church when using this option.
Another choice, for those who have a smart phone, you may choose to load the GivePlus

Vanco app. Instructions to use this app are also enclosed. You will need the routing number
from your bank and the bank account number you are choosing to give from - you’ll find this
information on your check blanks.
— If you have any questions on the use of either of these internet options please feel free to
call the office.
Also, remember to be generous with your offerings in these weeks. To continue to do the Lord’s
work, bills still need to be paid.
—

Mercy:
— Care for those who are vulnerable. Find out what needs they have and try to assist.
— Please help keep the building germ free as possible by staying home and not entering the
church proper. We are trying to keep the virus out, so we may continue the work needed to
be done in the Study and the Office.
— We ask if you or anyone in your household feels sick in anyway, it is encouraged the entire
family stay home.
— If you need Pastor care, please, don’t hesitate to notify Pastor.

—

Witness:
— Sunday School resources: Sunday materials at https://www.cph.org/default.aspx
— This letter will serve as our April Monthly Newsletter.
— Our Voters’ Meeting will not be held this month. One will be scheduled at another date, after
we can gather together again.
— If you would like to stop by and pick up a Portals of Prayer, Lutheran Witness or check out a
Hymnal, please do so between the hours of 8 AM - Noon. Ring the doorbell and someone
will get them for you or call ahead. These items can also be delivered - just call the office.

We are currently using an iPhone 6 for our worship service live feeds and we
are wondering if anyone has a newer smart phone or tablet to donate for this
purpose. Maybe you have one in a drawer somewhere. It must be in good
working condition - the camera works and the screen is not cracked. Please let
the church office know if you can help out.

