Divine Service - Setting three pp 184. from the Lutheran Service Book
1st Sunday in Lent
February 21, 2021
From the Elders: Please follow social distancing, maintaining 6 feet all around you. We
encourage you to wear a mask. Masks are available at the entrance.
When you leave worship today please take all items from your pew with you. Take your
bulletin and worship folder home or dispose or them in the blue garbage can in the narthex.
Please leave nothing behind in your pew. ~~ Thank you.

Confession and Absolution
657 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

sts. 1–4

Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
Invocation

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Exhortation
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P

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us
forgiveness.

P
C
P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.
I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
Confession of Sins

P
C
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O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my
sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy,
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

Absolution

P

C
Introit

P
C
P
C
P
C
P
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P
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P
C
P
C

P
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Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by
the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Service of the Word
Psalm 91:9–13; antiphon: vv. 15–16

When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with
him in trouble;
I will rescue him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.
Because you have made the LORD your dwelling
place—
the Most High, who is my refuge—
no evil shall be allowed to befall you,
no plague come near your tent.
For he will command his angels concerning you
to guard you in all your ways.
On their hands they will bear you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.
You will tread on the lion and the adder;
the young lion and the serpent you will trample
underfoot. Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is
now, and will be forever. Amen.
When he calls to me, I will answer him; I will be with him
in trouble;

C
P
C

I will rescue him and honor him.
With long life I will satisfy him
and show him my salvation.

Kyrie
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

Sit

P

The Lord be with you.

P
C

Let us pray.
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through
the wilderness and brought them to the promised
land. Guide the people of Your Church that
following our Savior we may walk through the
wilderness of this world toward the glory of the
world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading
1

Genesis 22:1–18

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him,
“Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of
the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3So Abraham rose
early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of
his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the
wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place
of which God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted
up his eyes and saw the place from afar. 5Then Abraham
said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; I and the
boy will go over there and worship and come again to you.”
6
And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it
on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the
knife. So they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said
to his father Abraham, “My father!” And he said, “Here am I,
my son.” He said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where
is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham said, “God will
provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So
they went both of them together.
9
When they came to the place of which God had told him,
Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and
bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the
wood. 10Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the
knife to slaughter his son. 11But the angel of the LORD called
to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he
said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand on the
boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God,
seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from
me.” 13And Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and
behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his

horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and offered it
up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham
called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it
is said to this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be
provided.”
15
And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second
time from heaven 16and said, “By myself I have sworn,
declares the LORD, because you have done this and have
not withheld your son, your only son, 17I will surely bless
you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as the stars of
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your
offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in
your offspring shall all the nations of the earth be blessed,
because you have obeyed my voice.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Epistle

James 1:12–18
12

Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial,
for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of
life, which God has promised to those who love him. 13Let
no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by
God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself
tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted when he is
lured and enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it
has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully
grown brings forth death.
16
Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good
gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from
the Father of lights with whom there is no variation or
shadow due to change. 18Of his own will he brought us forth

by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of
his creatures.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
594 God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It

St. 1 (Sunday School classes)

Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310
Tune: Public domain

Stand
Holy Gospel

Mark 1:9–15

The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first
chapter.

P

9

In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and
was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came
up out of the water, immediately he saw the heavens
opening and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11And
a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with
you I am well pleased.”
12
The Spirit immediately drove him out into the
wilderness. 13And he was in the wilderness forty days, being
tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and
the angels were ministering to him.
14
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee,
proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is

fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and
believe in the gospel.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed

C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both
the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310

Sermon
Votum

P
C

The peace of God, which passes all understanding,
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.
Amen.

Stand
Offertory
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Offering

~~ drop your offering in the box in the narthex, mail it, use the link on the church website or
the GivePlus app.

Prayer of the Church

Service of the Sacrament
Preface
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P

The Lord be with you.

P

Lift up your hearts.

P

Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.

Proper Preface (Full)

P

It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and
gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed
hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus
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Lord’s Prayer

P
C

Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Pax Domini

P

Agnus Dei
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Sit
Distribution
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying:
Left Column
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Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

602 The Gifts Christ Freely Gives

5

The gifts are in the feast,
Gifts far more than we see;
Beneath the bread and wine
Is food from Calvary.
The body and the blood
Remove our ev’ry sin;
We leave His presence in
His peace, renewed again.

6

All glory to the One
Who lavishes such love;
The triune God in love
Assures our life above.
His means of grace for us
Are gifts He loves to give;
All thanks and praise for His
Great love by which we live!

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310

746 Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit

Tune and text: Public domain

635 O Gracious Lord, I Firmly Am Believing

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 2004 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310

sts. 1–5

636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness

5

Jesus, source of lasting pleasure,
Truest friend, and dearest treasure,
Peace beyond all understanding,
Joy into all life expanding:
Humbly now, I bow before You;
Love incarnate, I adore You;
Worthily let me receive You
And, so favored, never leave You.

6

Jesus, sun of life, my splendor,
Jesus, friend of friends, most tender,
Jesus, joy of my desiring,
Fount of life, my soul inspiring:
At Your feet I cry, my maker,
Let me be a fit partaker
Of this blessèd food from heaven,
For our good, Your glory, given.

7

Lord, by love and mercy driven,
You once left Your throne in heaven
On the cross for me to languish
And to die in bitter anguish,
To forego all joy and gladness
And to shed Your blood in sadness.
By this blood redeemed and living,
Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving.

8

Jesus, bread of life, I pray You,
Let me gladly here obey You.
By Your love I am invited,
Be Your love with love requited;
By this Supper let me measure,

Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure.
Through the gift of grace You give me
As Your guest in heav’n receive me.

Tune and text: Public domain
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
The Dismissal

P

C
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
Amen.

Stand
Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving

A
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

Post-Communion Collect

A

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation

P
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The Lord be with you.

Benedicamus

A

Bless we the Lord.

Benediction

P
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The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give
you peace.

Concluding Hymn on the following page

798 The God of Abraham Praise

5

Though nature’s strength decay,
And earth and hell withstand,
To Canaan’s bounds I urge my way
At His command.
The wat’ry deep I pass,
With Jesus in my view,
And through the howling wilderness
My way pursue.

6

The goodly land I see,
With peace and plenty blest:

A land of sacred liberty
And endless rest.
There milk and honey flow,
And oil and wine abound,
And trees of life forever grow
With mercy crowned.
7

There dwells the Lord our king,
The Lord our righteousness,
Triumphant o’er the world and sin,
The Prince of Peace.
On Zion’s sacred height
His kingdom He maintains
And glorious with His saints in light
Forever reigns.

8

The God who reigns on high
The great archangels sing,
And “Holy, holy, holy!” cry,
“Almighty King!
Who was and is the same
And evermore shall be:
Jehovah, Father, great I AM!
We worship Thee!”

D 9

The whole triumphant host
Give thanks to God on high.
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”
They ever cry.
Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine!
I join the heav’nly lays:

Tune and text: Public domain

All might and majesty are Thine
And endless praise!

From the Elders: *** Following service wait to be ushered out. Be mindful of (6 feet) Social
Distancing. Leave the building immediately. If you are staying for Bible Study, you are
encouraged to put on a mask and find a seat promptly.
** When you leave today please take all items from your pew with you. Thank
you.
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In the book of Joel, the prophet paints a
vivid picture of the coming judgment of
God, the day of the Lord. But right in the
middle of this frightening portent of
judgement, we find a tender invitation from
the Lord: “Return to the Lord your God for
he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love; and he
relents over disaster” (Joel 2:13b). During this season of Lent,
we will consider this “call to return,” and how it played out for
those who walked alongside Christ during His Passion, and for
us today.
This sermon focuses our attention on Peter, James, and John in
the Garden of Gethsemane and explores the topic of prayer.
God commands us to pray, but we seldom do a very good job of
it. Through the apostle Paul, we are exhorted to “pray without
ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17), and yet none of us manages
actually to do so. Peter, James, and John accompany Jesus to
the garden, where He prays. His command to them is actually a
little softer; it is not that they are to pray, but only that they
“watch with Me” (Matthew 26:38), while He does the praying.
They are unable to do even that, and they doze off. This time
the command is that they “watch and pray.” And so it goes. Our
prayer life ebbs and flows; we have seasons of abundant prayer
and seasons of drought. Throughout all of it, though, Jesus
prays consistently. Indeed, “the Spirit Himself intercedes for us
with groanings too deep for words” (Romans 8:26). When God
calls us to pray, He provides the means to do so and even
fulfills what we ourselves are unable to do. So also Jesus takes
our sins upon Himself and dies on the cross, satisfying the
wrath of God and fulfilling what we ourselves are unable to do.
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