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Mary Magdalene

We have followed Jesus to the cross, the tomb, and now we
follow Jesus out of the tomb as He rises from the dead and
appears to another witness: Mary Magdalene. Jesus’ Easter
morning resurrection appearance to Mary Magdalene might
be unexpected. After all, Mary had endured a terrible past.
Jesus had cast seven demons out of her in the early part of
His ministry. But Mary is chosen to be this eyewitness, and
she exclaims to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord” (John
20:18). Mary is the first to see Jesus’ resurrected glory and

proclaim this good news, which we speak again and again
today, “Alleluia! Christ is risen!”
Confession and Absolution
463 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia

Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1809–81, alt.
Tune: Robert Williams, c. 1781–1821
Text and tune: Public domain

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance
of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for selfexamination.
P
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Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by
nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the

C

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
Service of the Word

Introit

Exodus 15:2a, 6, 13, 17–18; antiphon: v. 1b

P I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
C the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.
P The LORD is my strength and my song,
C and he has become my salvation.
P Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power,
C your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy.
P You have led in your steadfast love the people whom
you have redeemed;
C you have guided them by your strength to your holy
abode.
P You will bring them in and plant them on your own
mountain,
C the place, O LORD, which you have made for your
abode,
P the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have
established.
C The LORD will reign forever and ever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously;
C the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea.

Kyrie
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above and for our salvation let us
pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of
the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to
the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house and for all who offer here their
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

This Is the Feast

LSB 155

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P Let us pray.
C Almighty God the Father, through Your onlybegotten Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome
death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us.

Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our
Lord’s resurrection, may be raised from the death
of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

C

Old Testament Reading

P

Jeremiah 31:1–6

The Old Testament Reading is from Jeremiah, the
thirty-first chapter.
1

“At that time, declares the LORD, I will be the God of all
the clans of Israel, and they shall be my people.”
2

Thus says the LORD:
“The people who survived the sword
found grace in the wilderness;
when Israel sought for rest,
3
the LORD appeared to him from far away.
I have loved you with an everlasting love;
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.
4
Again I will build you, and you shall be built,
O virgin Israel!
Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines
and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.
5
Again you shall plant vineyards
on the mountains of Samaria;
the planters shall plant
and shall enjoy the fruit.
6
For there shall be a day when watchmen will call
in the hill country of Ephraim:

‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion,
to the LORD our God.’”
P
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Psalm
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This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 16; antiphon: v. 10

For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol,
or let Your holy one see corruption.
Preserve me, O God,
for in You I take refuge.
I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord;
I have no good apart from You.”
As for the saints in the land,
they are the excellent ones,
in whom is all my delight.
The sorrows of those who run after another god shall
multiply;
their drink offerings of blood I will not pour out
or take their names on my lips.
The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup;
You hold my lot.
The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
indeed, I have a beautiful inheritance.
I bless the LORD who gives me counsel;
in the night also my heart instructs me.
I have set the Lord always before me;
because He is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being
rejoices;

my flesh also dwells secure.
For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol,
or let Your holy one see corruption.
You make known to me the path of life;
in Your presence there is fullness of joy;
at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol,
or let Your holy one see corruption.

P
C
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Epistle

Colossians 3:1–4

P

The Epistle is from Colossians, the third chapter.
1

If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things
that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of
God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth. 3For you have died, and your life is
hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.
P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

P
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John 20:1–18

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth
chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

C
1

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came
to the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the
stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2So she ran and
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord
out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid
him.” 3So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they
were going toward the tomb. 4Both of them were running
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached
the tomb first. 5And stooping to look in, he saw the linen
cloths lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the
linen cloths lying there, 7and the face cloth, which had been
on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up
in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who had
reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and
believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the Scripture,

that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples went
back to their homes.
11
But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she
wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12And she saw two
angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain,
one at the head and one at the feet. 13They said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they
have laid him.” 14Having said this, she turned around and
saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus.
15
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom
are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she
said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me
where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16Jesus
said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic,
“Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do
not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father;
but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
18
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I
have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to
her.
P
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This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

458 Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands

5

Here our true Paschal Lamb we see,
Whom God so freely gave us;
He died on the accursèd tree—
So strong His love—to save us.

See, His blood now marks our door;
Faith points to it; death passes o’er,
And Satan cannot harm us.
Alleluia!
6

So let us keep the festival
To which the Lord invites us;
Christ is Himself the joy of all,
The sun that warms and lights us.
Now His grace to us imparts
Eternal sunshine to our hearts;
The night of sin is ended.
Alleluia!

7

Then let us feast this Easter Day
On Christ, the bread of heaven;
The Word of grace has purged away
The old and evil leaven.
Christ alone our souls will feed;
He is our meat and drink indeed;
Faith lives upon no other!
Alleluia!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Richard Massie, 1800–87, alt.
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon
Nicene Creed

C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both
the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church

P
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Rejoicing in the resurrection of our Lord and sharing
the gift of His peace, let us pray the Lord on behalf of
ourselves, the Church throughout the world, and all
people as they have need.
O risen Savior, open our eyes to see You and open our
hearts to recognize You as You address us through the
voice of Your Word and feed us with Your own body
and blood. Give courage to Your people that we
overcome our fears and be raised from sorrow to
everlasting joy and grant that our witness manifest this
joy and confidence to others. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O risen Savior, make us burn with the fire of Your love
that we love our neighbor as ourselves. Plant us firmly
in the ground of hope that we be strong in faith and
steadfast in joy as we await the day when all things are
brought to perfect consummation in the resurrection to
eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
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O risen Savior, grant Your blessing to every authority
and especially to our president, governor, and all who
make, administer, and judge our laws. Bless us with
compassion upon the aged and lead us to protect the
lives of the unborn. Bless also the emergency
personnel who protect us and our armed forces who
defend our nation. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O risen Savior, be with the prisoner and those who
guard them. Bring to repentance all who have
transgressed the law and restore them to a productive
place within our society. Bless their families who love
them. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O risen Savior, deliver the sick from their afflictions,
comfort those who suffer, give peace to those who
suffer mental illness, give hope to those who mourn,
and bring the dying into everlasting life, [especially . . .].
Give them grace until the sorrows and afflictions of this
day are exchanged with glory in the life to come. Lord,
in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O risen Savior, open the hearts of all who commune at
Your Table this day that they receive Your body and
blood in repentance and with faith. Strengthen our faith
that we endure to the day when You come again and
so we may be joined with the saints in glory. Lord, in
Your mercy,

C

hear our prayer.

P

O risen Savior, accept the sacrifice of praise from our
lips and the tithes and offerings we bring,
acknowledging both Your goodness and Your mercy.
Grant to us all things needful for this body and life that
we endure every trial and be strong in the face of every
temptation. To You, we pray, O crucified and risen
Savior, whom with the Father and the Spirit You reign
as one Lord and one God, both now and forevermore.
Amen.

C

Offering
~ ~ drop your offering in the box in the narthex, mail it, use the link on the church website or
the GivePlus app. ~ ~

955 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful

Text: John W. Arthur, 1922–80
Tune: Richard W. Hillert, 1923–2010
Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310

Service of the Sacrament
Preface
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P

The Lord be with you.

P

Lift up your hearts.

P

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Proper Preface

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God. And most especially

Sanctus

are we bound to praise You on this day for the glorious
resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, the very
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us and bore the
sins of the world. By His dying He has destroyed death,
and by His rising again He has restored to us
everlasting life. Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter
and John, and with all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with angels and archangels, and with all the company
of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:
LSB 161

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You
have had mercy on those whom You created and sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the

salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
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Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus,
we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His
own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the
ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”

Proclamation of Christ

P
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As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving
us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead
us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb,
Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into
heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Pax Domini

P
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The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

Agnus Dei
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Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and
blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who
come to receive, saying:
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.

Distribution Hymns
464 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done

Text: Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, 1695, Köln; tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909, alt.
Tune: Giovanni P. da Palestrina, c. 1525–1594, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

490 Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won

Text: Christian Fürchtegott Gellert, 1715–69; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, alt.
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662
Text and tune: Public domain

478 The Day of Resurrection

Text: John of Damascus, c. 696–c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79
Text and tune: Public domain

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
Amen.

Nunc Dimittis
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Post-Communion Collect

P

Let us pray.

C

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us
a foretaste of the feast to come in the Holy Supper of
Your Son’s body and blood. Keep us firm in the true
faith throughout our days of pilgrimage that, on the day
of His coming, we may, together with all Your saints,
celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom which has no end; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Benediction

P
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The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious
to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you
peace.
Amen.

548 Thanks to Thee, O Christ, Victorious

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. George A. T. Rygh, 1860–1942
Tune: Johann Schop, c. 1590–1667
Text and tune: Public domain
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