“Hey, Big Spender!” (2 Corinthians 9:1–7)
September 18, 2022
Stewardship Service 2

INVOCATION
P In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
C Amen.
CALL TO WORSHIP (Selected verses from 2 Corinthians 8–9)
P For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that we by his
poverty might become rich.
C The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully.
P Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
C And God is able to make all grace abound, so that having all
sufficiency in all things at all times, we may abound in every
good work.
P So that we will be enriched in every way to be generous in every
way.
C For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs
of the saints but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to
God.
P Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!

Hymn “The Earth is the Lord’s”

Tune of LSB #802

The earth is the Lord’s and the full- ness there-of
Too of - ten, O God, we a - buse your good earth.

Re - demp - tion re - minds us, O God, of your love.
We fail to re – mem -ber its beau - ty and worth.

By grace we are learn-ing, as year leads to year.
We take from cre – a - tion much more than we need,

We’re called to be ste-wards, your care-tak-ers here.
We threa-ten your mission through exc -ess and greed.
This hymn is adapted by R. Lessing
Text: Copyright © 2001 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
Email: bcgillette@comcast.net

Stand

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (From 2 Corinthians 8:1–9)
P In today’s second reading Paul continues to compare the
Macedonians with the Corinthians:
C The Macedonians were prepared to give.
P The Corinthians were only prepared to get.
C The Macedonians gave generously.

P
C
P
C
P
C

While the Corinthians gave grudgingly.
The Macedonians sowed generously and reaped generously.
Yet the Corinthians sowed sparingly and reaped sparingly.
The Macedonians were cheerful givers.
The Corinthians gave reluctantly, if anything at all.
Gracious God, forgive us for being so much more like the
Corinthians and so little like the Macedonians.
P Hear the best news you will ever hear! “For you know the grace of
our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for our sake he
became poor, so that we by his poverty might become rich.” As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, I announce that you are
forgiven—richly, fully and eternally—in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!
Hymn “The Earth is the Lord’s”
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Prayer of the Day
P
C
P
C

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
O God, almighty Father, you have shown to the world your
love in the most glorious sacrifice of your beloved Son. Fill us
with your same sacrificial love that we may offer our financial
resources for the sake of your kingdom and the salvation of
many; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
Nicene Creed

C

I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary
and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both
the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
Scripture: The theme of today’s readings reflect the theme of generous stewardship

First Reading

Exodus 36:1–7

“Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in whom the L ORD
has put skill and intelligence to know how to do any work in the
construction of the sanctuary shall work in accordance with all
that the LORD has commanded.”

And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every craftsman in
whose mind the LORD had put skill, everyone whose heart
stirred him up to come to do the work. And they received from
Moses all the contribution that the people of Israel had brought
for doing the work on the sanctuary. They still kept bringing
him freewill offerings every morning, so that all the craftsmen
who were doing every sort of task on the sanctuary came,
each from the task that he was doing, and said to Moses, “The
people bring much more than enough for doing the work that
the LORD has commanded us to do.” So Moses gave
command, and word was proclaimed throughout the camp,
“Let no man or woman do anything more for the contribution
for the sanctuary.” So the people were restrained from
bringing, for the material they had was sufficient to do all the
work, and more.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading

2 Corinthians 9:1–7

Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the
ministry for the saints, for I know your readiness, of which I
boast about you to the people of Macedonia, saying that
Achaia has been ready since last year. And your zeal has
stirred up most of them. But I am sending the brothers so
that our boasting about you may not prove vain in this
matter, so that you may be ready, as I said you would be.
Otherwise, if some Macedonians come with me and find
that you are not ready, we would be humiliated—to say
nothing of you—for being so confident. So I thought it
necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and

arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, so that it
may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.
The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. Each one must give as he has made up his
mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse

Holy Gospel

P

LSB 156

Matthew 25:14–30

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentyfifth chapter.

[Jesus said:] “For it will be like a man going on a journey,
who called his servants and entrusted to them his property.
To one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one,
to each according to his ability. Then he went away. He who

had received the five talents went at once and traded with
them, and he made five talents more. So also he who had
the two talents made two talents more. But he who had
received the one talent went and dug in the ground and hid
his master’s money. Now after a long time the master of
those servants came and settled accounts with them. And he
who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five
talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five
talents; here I have made five talents more.’ His master said
to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been
faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy
of your master.’ And he also who had the two talents came
forward, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me two talents;
here I have made two talents more.’ His master said to him,
‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful
over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy of
your master.’ He also who had received the one talent came
forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a hard man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you
scattered no seed, so I was afraid, and I went and hid your
talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.’ But his
master answered him, ‘You wicked and slothful servant! You
knew that I reap where I have not sowed and gather where I
scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my
money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have
received what was my own with interest. So take the talent
from him and give it to him who has the ten talents. For to
everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an
abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has
will be taken away. And cast the worthless servant into the
outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’”

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit
Sermon
781 We Give Thee But Thine Own

5 The captive to release,
To God the lost to bring,
To teach the way of life and peace,
It is a Christ-like thing.
6 And we believe Thy Word,
Though dim our faith may be:
Whate’er for Thine we do, O Lord,
We do it unto Thee.
Text and tune: Public domain

Offering ~ ~ drop your offering in the box in the narthex, mail it, use the link on the church
website or the GivePlus app. ~ ~
Offertory

LSB 159

Stand

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
(Based upon LSB, 781 stanza 1)
P Almighty God, you have named us and claimed as your children
in Holy Baptism and set us on a path to make disciples of all
nations.
C We give thee but thine own.

P You call us to trust your mercy and to invest in the Gospel
mission of our church and schools.
C Whatever the gift may be.
P You are the most generous spender of all—giving us Christ Jesus
and the gifts of salvation, new life and a glorious crown in
heaven.
C All that we have is thine alone.
P We offer our financial gifts for caring use among the suffering;
for gentle use among the hurting; for encouraging use among the
dispirited; for powerful use in worldwide missions; and for
worship, teaching and service within this church.
C A trust, O Lord from thee.
+ Additional prayers +
P Heavenly Father make us cheerful givers,

C So that our finances bless many people with Christ’s love.
P In Jesus’ name we pray.
C Amen.
Service of the Sacrament
Preface

LSB 160

P

The Lord be with you.

P

Lift up your hearts.

P

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

Proper Preface (Full)

P

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who, having created all things, took on human
flesh and was born of the virgin Mary. For our sake He
died on the cross and rose from the dead to put an end
to death, thus fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a
holy people. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

Sanctus

LSB 161

Prayer of Thanksgiving

P

C

LSB 161

Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You
have had mercy on those whom You created and sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus,
we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His
own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the
ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The Words of Our Lord

P

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”
Proclamation of Christ

P
C
P

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving
us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead
us to remember and confess Your holy cross and
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb,
Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into
heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

Lord’s Prayer

C

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Pax Domini

P

Agnus Dei

LSB 163

The peace of the Lord be with you always.

LSB 163

Sit
Distribution
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying:
Left Column
LSB 164

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins.
Amen.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
The Dismissal

P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart T in peace.
Amen.

610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me

Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt.
Tune: William Daman, c. 1540–1591
Text and tune: Public domain

631 Here, O My Lord, I See Thee Face to Face

5 Mine is the sin, but Thine the righteousness;
Mine is the guilt, but Thine the cleansing blood;
Here is my robe, my refuge, and my peace:
Thy blood, Thy righteousness, O Lord my God.
6 Too soon we rise; the vessels disappear;
The feast, though not the love, is past and gone;
The bread and wine remove, but Thou art here;
Nearer than ever; still my shield and sun.

7 Feast after feast thus comes and passes by,
Yet, passing, points to that glad feast above,
Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy,
The Lamb’s great marriage feast of bliss and love.
Text and tune: Public domain

637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord

Text and tune: Public domain

643 Sent Forth by God’s Blessing

Text: © 1964 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310
Tune: Public domain

Stand

Thank the Lord

LSB 164

Post-Communion Collect

A

Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction

P

LSB 166

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious
to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you
peace.

785 We Praise You, O God

Text and tune: Public domain

Silent Prayer: Lord Jesus, create in me the heart of a generous spender.
Amen.

“Sowing and Harvesting” (2 Corinthians 9:8–15) – September 25
For next week read 2 Corinthians 9:8–15 and answer these questions:

1. What are the connections between sowing seed,
harvesting crops and your financial support of our church?
2. What are the results of Christian generosity? In the givers?
In the receivers?
3. Why is the “indescribable gift” (2 Corinthians 9:15) the
key to all faithful and godly giving?

Join us in the fellowship hall this morning, for muffins and
a new Bible Study about the stewardship series.

“The Macedonian Model” (2 Corinthians 8:1–9) – September 11
“Hey, Big Spender!” (2 Corinthians 9:1–7) – September 18
“Sowing and Harvesting” (2 Corinthians 9:8–15) – September 25
Sunday morning Adult Bible Class builds upon the sermon messages. After
learning more about Paul’s offering for the poor Christians in Jerusalem—
which undergirds 2 Corinthians 8 and 9—we will take a decidedly practical turn
to look at what the Bible teaches about earning, saving, investing and giving
money. The plans are as follows:

An Overview of 2 Corinthians 8–9

‘Til Debt Do Us Part!
You are invited you to join us in the fellowship hall for the next two Sundays,
as Paul instructs both the Corinthians and us on “Money Matters.”

A Special Voter’s Meeting will be held next Sunday,
September 25.
The only items on the agenda are the Election of a
Pastoral delegate, layperson delegate and alternate to
attend the Circuit Forum. The Circuit Forum will be held
on Saturday, October 15 at 10:00 am. The meeting will
be hosted via a Zoom video conference.
The second item on the agenda, is to possibly put forth a
nomination for a Pastoral delegate or layperson delegate
from our own congregation for the Synod Convention. (This will be
presented and voted on at the Circuit Forum.)
The purpose of the Circuit Forum zoom meeting is to nominate
and vote on a layperson delegate and alternate; a pastor delegate
and alternate to serve as representatives at the 2023 Synod
Convention to be held – July 29 - August 3. St. Matthew has
never had someone attend the Synod Convention as a delegate.
Would you be interested? If so, please, talk to Pastor Peters.

