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Son of Man and Son of God 

 
We gather to celebrate the ultimate gift of God. This gift was 
promised at the very beginning of our need for a Savior 
from sin and from the last enemy, death, and He comes as 
the offspring of the woman. Yet the Promised One was not 
the son of Adam and certainly not Cain. Years later, the 
promise came to Abraham. But it was not yet the son of 
Abraham and certainly not Ishmael. Still the promise held to 
the great king David. But it was not yet the son of David and 
certainly not Absalom. Nevertheless, the promise was 
fulfilled through the house and lineage of David in the Son 
of Mary of Nazareth, the Son of God. To confirm this truth, 
both the evangelists Matthew and Luke give the 
genealogy—Matthew tracing the promise forward from 
Abraham, and Luke backward all the way to Adam. John 
describes the mystery of the Savior as a true human, born 
of the virgin Mary, and as true God, begotten of God the 
Father. Let us celebrate the gift in His eternal life-giving 
flesh and blood with the awe and reverence of the new, 
eternal life of faith as true children of God. 
 

  



Confession and Absolution  



The sign of the cross T may be made by all in 
remembrance of their Baptism. 
  
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
  
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 

the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 

just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination. 
  
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 

you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 



authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 
O Emmanuel Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6 

C The LORD has made known his salvation; 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of 
the nations. 

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done 
marvelous things! 
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation 
for him. 

C The LORD has made known his salvation; 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of 
the nations. 

P He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness 
 to the house of Israel. 

 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our 
God. 

C Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; 
 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
P Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre, 
 with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
C With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD! 
P Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
 the world and those who dwell in it! 
C Let the rivers clap their hands; 

let the hills sing for joy together before the LORD, for 
he comes to judge the earth. 



P He will judge the world with righteousness, 
 and the peoples with equity. 
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the 

Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and 
will be forever. Amen. 
The LORD has made known his salvation; 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of 
the nations. 

Kyrie 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 

pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their 

worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
  

 
  



946 Glory to God, We Give You Thanks and Praise 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edwin Le Grice, 1911–92 
Tune: Walter Greatorex, 1877–1949 
Text: © 1991 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310 
Tune: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 
C Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-

begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the 
bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 



Old Testament Reading Daniel 7:13–14 

P The Old Testament Reading is from Daniel, the 
seventh chapter. 

  
 13I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of 
heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to 
the Ancient of Days  and was presented before him. 14And to 
him was given dominion  and glory and a kingdom, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages Should serve him; his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass 
away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed. 
 
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 2; antiphon: v. 7 

P I will tell of the decree: 
 The LORD said to Me, “You are My Son; 
 today I have begotten You.” 
Why do the nations rage 
 and the peoples plot in vain? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, 
and the rulers take counsel together, 
 against the LORD and against His anointed, saying, 
“Let us burst Their bonds apart 
 and cast away Their cords from us.” 
He who sits in the heavens laughs; 
 the Lord holds them in derision. 
Then He will speak to them in His wrath, 
 and terrify them in His fury, saying, 
“As for Me, I have set My King 
 on Zion, My holy hill.” 



I will tell of the decree: 
 The LORD said to Me, “You are My Son; 
 today I have begotten You. 
Ask of Me, and I will make the nations Your heritage, 
 and the ends of the earth Your possession. 
You shall break them with a rod of iron 
 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 
Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 
 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 
Serve the LORD with fear, 
 and rejoice with trembling. 
Kiss the Son, 
lest He be angry, and you perish in the way, 
for His wrath is quickly kindled. 
 Blessèd are all who take refuge in Him. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P I will tell of the decree: 
 The LORD said to Me, “You are My Son; 
 today I have begotten You.” 

 
  



Epistle Galatians 4:1–7 

P The Epistle is from Galatians, the fourth chapter. 
  
 1I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no 
different from a slave, though he is the owner of everything, 
2but he is under guardians and managers until the date set 
by his father. 3In the same way we also, when we were 
children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the 
world. 4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent 
forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to 
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God 
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a 
son, then an heir through God. 
  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:1–18 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  



 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with 
God. 3All things were made through him, and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. 4In him was life, 
and the life was the light of men. 5The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the 
light, but came to bear witness about the light. 
 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming 
into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was 
made through him, yet the world did not know him. 11He 
came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
12But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, 
he gave the right to become children of God, 13who were 
born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of 
man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 15(John bore witness about 
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me ranks before me, because he was before 
me.’”) 16And from his fullness we have all received, grace 
upon grace. 17For the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever 
seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has 
made him known. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  



382 We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth 

 

 

 
 
5 The very Son of God sublime 

Entered into earthly time 
    To lead us from this world of cares 
    To heaven’s courts as blessèd heirs. Alleluia! 

 
6 In poverty He came to earth 

Showing mercy by His birth; 
    He makes us rich in heav’nly ways 
    As we, like angels, sing His praise. Alleluia! 
 

7 All this for us our God has done 
Granting love through His own Son. 
    Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice 
    And sing His praise with endless voice. Alleluia! 
 

Text (st. 1): German, c. 1380; (sts. 1, 6): tr. Gregory J. Wismar, 1946; (sts. 2–7): Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 2, 4): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (sts. 3, 5, 7): tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006 
Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbüchlein, 1524, Erfurt 
Text (sts. 1, 3, 5–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310 
Tune: Public domain 



Sermon 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 



     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on 
earth. Glory be to You, O God, for Your promised 
grace, forgiveness, and life given to us and to the 
whole world in Your only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. By the great glory of His sacrificial death on 
the cross for the life of the world, we have peace—the 
peace of sins forgiven and of the sure and certain 
promise of eternal life, which begins now and is eternal 
in the promised resurrection of the dead and the life of 
the world to come. Glory and praise to You, O God. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P As Your promised salvation came through the 

generations of men and women who, as husbands and 
wives became fathers and mothers of Your gifts of 
children, we give You thanks this day for our families. 
You have made us Your own sons and daughters, Your 
own children, by the water and Spirit of Holy Baptism. 
Bind parents and children in the faith and love that are 



in Christ Jesus, our Lord. Grant Your blessing and 
guidance to us all that we may reflect Your love to one 
another and to the world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P In a world still bound in the darkness and warfare of 

sin, let the light of Your salvation and peace be 
proclaimed throughout the world that many may come 
to the knowledge of, and faith in, Your promise and gift 
of life. Guide and direct the affairs of government that 
true liberty and freedom may abound that Your 
invitation may be freely extended to every needful 
heart. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Guide and direct the affairs of the one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church throughout the world to teach the 
faithful, reach the lost, and care for all. Grant Your 
defense and protection to all bishops, pastors, and 
people who suffer persecution. Bind us all as one 
family in the faith and confession of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the power of Your Word and 
Sacraments. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Visit with Your protection, love, and healing all who are 

alone, those suffering from any illness, the despairing, 
the troubled, and those at death’s door. Embrace them 
in Your mighty and comforting arms of mercy and 
increase their faith and confidence in You. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 



P With great reverence and love we remember before 
You, O everlasting God, all our departed relatives and 
friends. Keep all who have died in the faith in Jesus in 
Your peaceful presence that we, with them, may praise 
You as one family forever when our Lord and Savior 
raises us on the Last Day. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on 

earth. To You be all praise and worship, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, the one and only God, both now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Offering 
~ ~ drop your offering in the box in the narthex, mail it, use the link on the church website or 
the Vanco app. (If you still have the Give+ app please update to the new Vanco app.) ~ ~ 

 
387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748 
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

  



Service of the Sacrament 
Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Proper Preface 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You 
have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, 
seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know 
and love those things which are not seen. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 



 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You 
have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, 
we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His 
own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the 
ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

 



C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 



Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Distribution 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and 
blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who 
come to receive, saying: 
  
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
  
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 



Distribution Hymns 

 
384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker, 1821–77 
Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



362 O Sing of Christ 

 

 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text: © 1996 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310 
Tune: Public domain 

 
  



380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. 
Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
  



373 See amid the Winter’s Snow 

 

 

 

 
Text: Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Tune: John Goss, 1800–80 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Post-Communion Collect 

P Let us pray. 
  
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

  



Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

C Amen. 
 

391 Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Birgitte Katerine Boye, 1742–1824; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–1937 
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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