
Divine Service - Setting three pp 184. from the Lutheran Service Book 
3rd Sunday in Advent December 17, 2023 

 
When you leave worship today please take all items from your pew, with you. Tear out the 
filled-out page in the red Fellowship Book and hand it to the usher. ~~ Thank you. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

 
398 Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

 

 

 

 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 



Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 
the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

 
Introit Psalm 85:8–9, 12–13; antiphon: v. 7 

P Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 
C and grant us your salvation. 
P Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 
C for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 

but let them not turn back to folly. 
P Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
C that glory may dwell in our land. 
P Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 
C and our land will yield its increase. 
P Righteousness will go before him 
C and make his footsteps a way. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 
C and grant us your salvation. 
 



Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  
P Let us pray. 
C  Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our 

prayers and to lighten the darkness of our hearts 
by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
 because the LORD has anointed me 
to bring good news to the poor; 
 he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
 and the opening of the prison to those who are 



bound; 
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
 and the day of vengeance of our God; 
 to comfort all who mourn; 
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 
 to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
 the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 
 the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 
4They shall build up the ancient ruins; 
 they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
 the devastations of many generations. . . . 
8For I the LORD love justice; 
 I hate robbery and wrong; 
I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 
 and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 
all who see them shall acknowledge them, 
 that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
 my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a 
beautiful headdress, 
 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout 
up, 



so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
 to sprout up before all the nations. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 

 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in 
all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 
for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise 
prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is good. 
22Abstain from every form of evil. 
 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you 
completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be 
kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He 
who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:6–8, 19–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first 
chapter. 

  

 



  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the 
light, but came to bear witness about the light. . . . 
 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent 
priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I 
am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are 
you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And 
he answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? 
We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the 
Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They 
asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither 
the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one you 
do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of 
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was 
baptizing. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

  



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 



     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
843 “Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” 

 

 

 
Text: Rosamond E. Herklots, 1905–87, alt. 
Tune: A Supplement to the Kentucky Harmony, 1820, Harrisonburg 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 



Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  



Offering 
~~ drop your offering in the box in the narthex, mail it, use the link on the church website or 
the GivePlus app. 
 
781 We Give Thee But Thine Own sts. 1–2 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 



Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 
sinners to repentance that they might escape from the 
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 



Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
Distribution 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 
Left Column LSB 199 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 



636 Soul, Adorn Yourself with Gladness 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



5 Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, 
Truest friend, and dearest treasure, 
    Peace beyond all understanding, 
    Joy into all life expanding: 
Humbly now, I bow before You; 
Love incarnate, I adore You; 
    Worthily let me receive You 
    And, so favored, never leave You. 

 
6 Jesus, sun of life, my splendor, 

Jesus, friend of friends, most tender, 
    Jesus, joy of my desiring, 
    Fount of life, my soul inspiring: 
At Your feet I cry, my maker, 
Let me be a fit partaker 
    Of this blessèd food from heaven, 
    For our good, Your glory, given. 

 
7 Lord, by love and mercy driven, 

You once left Your throne in heaven 
    On the cross for me to languish 
    And to die in bitter anguish, 
To forego all joy and gladness 
And to shed Your blood in sadness. 
    By this blood redeemed and living, 
    Lord, I praise You with thanksgiving. 

 
8 Jesus, bread of life, I pray You, 

Let me gladly here obey You. 
    By Your love I am invited, 
    Be Your love with love requited; 
By this Supper let me measure, 



Lord, how vast and deep love’s treasure. 
    Through the gift of grace You give me 
    As Your guest in heav’n receive me. 

Text: Johann Franck, 1618–77; (sts. 1, 4–5): tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; (sts. 2–3, 6–8): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5): © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310 
Text (sts. 2–3, 6–8) and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
632 O Jesus, Blessed Lord, to Thee 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851–1928 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
  



634 The Death of Jesus Christ, Our Lord 

 

 

 
 
5 We dare not ask how this can be, 

But simply hold the mystery 
And trust this word where life begins: 
“Given and shed for all your sins.” 

 
6 They who this word do not believe 

This food unworthily receive, 
Salvation here will never find— 
May we this warning keep in mind! 

 
7 But blest is each believing guest 

Who in these promises finds rest; 
For Jesus shall in love remain 
With all who here His grace obtain. 

 



8 Help us sincerely to believe 
That we may worthily receive 
Your Supper and in You find rest. 
Amen! They who believe are blest. 

Text (sts. 1–4, 6–8): Haquin Spegel, 1645–1714; (sts. 1–4, 6–8): tr. Olof Olsson, 1841–1900, alt.; (st. 5): composite 
Tune: Sammlung alter und neuer . . . Melodien, 1742 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
637 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 

 

 

 

 
Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
  



640 Thee We Adore, O Hidden Savior 

 

 

 

 
Text: Thomas Aquinas, c. 1225–1274; (sts. 1–2, 4–5): tr. James R. Woodford, 1820–85, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. Stephen P. Starke, 1955 
Tune: Processionale, 1697, Paris, mode V 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310 
Text (sts. 1, 4–5) and tune: Public domain 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 
The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 



Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  
 



Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
  

 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
  

 



Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give 
you peace. 

 
 

849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310 
Tune: Public domainAcknowledgments 
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