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The Diamond Found in the Manger

Today we remember Mary and Joseph as they come to
Bethlehem. We sing with the angels as they fill the sky. We
run with the shepherds as they arrive on the scene. We
behold the glory of God in the face of His Son, Jesus Christ.
It is here we find our peace. Wrapped in swaddling cloths
and lying in a manger, our Prince of Peace is very much the
diamond that the everlasting Father gives to us. As we
gather to open His Word and sing His praises, let us rejoice
in Jesus, the greatest blessing the world will ever know.



Confession and Absolution
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O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
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2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex -ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn -ing;
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come ye, O come__ ye to Beth - le - hem;

Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;

Sing, all ye «cit - 1 - zens of heav - en  a - bove!

Je - sus, to Thee___  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

. Frederick Oakeley, 1802-80, alt.
nd tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711-1786
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The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P) In the name of the Father and of the = Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
Amen.



P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and
the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P) Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by
nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have
done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to
the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His
authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the I Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.



Introit
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Service of the Word
Psalm 93:1-2, 5; antiphon: Isaiah 9:2

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
The LORD reigns; he is robed in majesty;
the LORD is robed; he has put on strength as his
belt.
Yes, the world is established;
it shall never be moved.
Your throne is established from of old;
you are from everlasting.
Your decrees are very trustworthy;
holiness befits your house, O LORD, forevermore.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shined.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.



For the peace from above and for our salvation let us
pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of
the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to
the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
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Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.

Let us pray.

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-

begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the
bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading
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The Old Testament Reading is from Isaiah, the fifty-
second chapter.

"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of
happiness,
who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”
8The voice of your watchmen—they lift up their voice;
together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see
the return of the LORD to Zion.
*Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,

Isaiah 52:7-10



for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.

'The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see

the salvation of our God.

P} This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Epistle Hebrews 1:1-6
®P) The Epistle is from Hebrews, the first chapter.

'Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke
to our fathers by the prophets, ?but in these last days he
has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of
all things, through whom also he created the world. *He is
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his
nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his
power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high, *having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more
excellent than theirs.

°For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son, today | have begotten you?
Or again,
“| will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son”?

°And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he
says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.”

P Thisis the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse

f) #

LSB 156

Ay oo

—

r—

[ an ML

¢

) Z

D
o)

"
#

Al-le - lu - ia.

Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e-ter-nal life.

Holy Gospel
P)] The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second

chapter.
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Al-le-lu - ia, al-le-lu - ia.

Luke 2:1-20
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Glo - ry to You,
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'In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus
that all the world should be registered. ?This was the first
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. >And all
went to be registered, each to his own town. “And Joseph
also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, °to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
°And while they were there, the time came for her to give
birth. “And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn.

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. °And an angel
of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were filled with fear. "°And the
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, | bring you good
news of a great joy that will be for all the people. "'For unto



you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord. 2And this will be a sign for you: you will find
a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”
SAnd suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God and saying,

14“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is
pleased!”

SWhen the angels went away from them into heaven, the
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to
Bethlenem and see this thing that has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.” 'And they went with haste
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a
manger. "And when they saw it, they made known the
saying that had been told them concerning this child. '8And
all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.
19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering them in
her heart. °°And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them.

®P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise to You, O  Christ.




382 We Praise You, Jesus, at Your Birth
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1 We praise You, Je - sus, at  Your birth; Clothed in flesh You
2 Now in  the man - ger we may see God’s Son from e -
3 The wvir - gin Mar - y’s Iul - la - by Calms the in - fant
4 The Light E - ter - nal, break -ing through, Made the world to
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came to  earth. The vir - gin bears a sin - less boy
ter - ni - ty, The gift from God’s e - ter - nal throne
Lord Most High. Up - on her lap «con-tent is He
gleam a - new; His beams have pierced the core of night,
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And all the an - gels sing for joy. Al-le-1u - ia!
Here clothedin  our poor flesh and  bone. Al-le-1lu - ia!
Who keeps the earth and sky and sea. Al-le-1u - ia!
He makes us chil - dren of the light. Al-le-1lu - 1a!

5 The very Son of God sublime
Entered into earthly time
To lead us from this world of cares
To heaven’s courts as blessed heirs. Alleluia!

6 In poverty He came to earth
Showing mercy by His birth;
He makes us rich in heav'nly ways
As we, like angels, sing His praise. Alleluia!

7 All this for us our God has done
Granting love through His own Son.
Therefore, all Christendom, rejoice
N SINg His praise with endless voice. Alleluial

Tune: Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbiichlein, 1524, , Erfurt
Text (sts. 1, 3, 5-7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 2, 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310
Tune: Public domain



Sermon

Nicene Creed
| believe in one God,

the Father Aimighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin
Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under Pontius
Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.

And the third day He rose again according to the
Scriptures

and ascended into heaven

and sits at the right hand of the Father.

And He will come again with glory to judge both
the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,



the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic
Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life I of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus
and for all people according to their needs.

Wonderful Counselor, You govern all things with
wisdom, righteousness, and truth. Grant to all mankind
the joy of Your presence, that we may see You at work
in our midst. Guide all nations to behold Your glory in
the face of Jesus. Wherever the good news of great joy
is announced, grant that lives be changed forever by
the power of Your Holy Spirit. Let us pray to the Lord:
Lord Jesus, bring joy to our world!

P} Mighty God, You reign over all things and yet, in Christ,
You reach down to save us by placing the most brilliant
Light and most beautiful diamond in the manger of
Bethlehem. Give us the boldness to declare Your
mighty deeds and reflect the brightness of Your truth
throughout the world. Inspire us to fulfill our earthly



callings so that, through our worship and witness, all
may know Your saving love. Let us pray to the Lord:
Lord Jesus, bring joy to our hearts and minds!

Everlasting Father, You embrace us and make us Your
children through faith in Your only-begotten Son. Bless
all those who, in any form of iliness of mind and body,
need Your tender care. Heal the sick, bind up the
brokenhearted, and grant Your perfect peace to all who
rest in You. We pray for those with special needs,
[especially . . . ], that they may rejoice in the message
of Christ coming into this world for them. Let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord Jesus, bring joy to our bodies and souls!

Prince of Peace, You give to us what the world can
never give. Drive out all fears and doubts. Deliver us
from all enemies, seen and unseen. Grant us solace in
Him whose blood has set us free that we may be Your
people forever. Open our ears to the message of the
angels: “Fear not . . . for unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” Let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord Jesus, bring joy to our world!

Gracious God, we entrust all of these prayers into Your
good and gracious hands, for the sake of Him whose
birth we celebrate: Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.



Offering

Offertory LSB 159
0 s
i l1 N d N
ANS) — i
)
What shall 1 ren-der to the Lord for all His ben-e-fits to
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me? I will of - fer thesac-ri-fice of thanks-giv-ing and will
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call on the name of the Lord. I will take the cup of sal-
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vows to the Lord nowin the pres-ence of all His peo-ple, in the
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courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Je - ru-sa-lem.
Service of the Sacrament
Preface LSB 160

P} The Lord be with you.
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And al - so with you.



P} Lift up your hearts.
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We lift them to the Lord.
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P] Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
P ltis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at alll

times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord,
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ,
our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You
have given us a new revelation of Your glory that,
seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know
and love those things which are not seen. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

Sanctus LSB 161
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Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow’r and might:
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Heav-en and earth are full of Your glo-ry. Ho - san-na. Ho -
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san-na. Ho - san - nainthe high-est. Bless-ed is He who
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na in the high - est.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161
(P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You
have had mercy on those whom You created and sent
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus,
we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His
own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the
ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory,
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.



Lord’s Prayer LSB 162
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to
pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take,
eat; this is My *I- body, which is given for you. This do
in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying:
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in
My I« blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”



Pax Domini LSB 163
P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
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Agnus Dei LSB 163
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Lamb of God, You take a-way the sin of the world; have
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sin of the world; grant us peace.
Distribution

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying:

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, given into death for your sins. Amen.

Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. Amen.



361 O Little Town of Bethlehem
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1 O Iit - tle town of Beth-le-hem, How still we see thee lie!
2 For Christ is born of Mar - vy, And, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-lent -1y, how si-lent-1ly The won-drous gift is giv’'n!
4 0O ho - ly Child of Beth-1le-hem, De - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep The si - lent stars go  by;
While mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep Their watch of won-d’ring love.
So  God im-parts to hu - man hearts The bless-ings of His heav’n.
Cast out our sin, and en - ter 1n, Be born 1n us to - day.
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Yet in thy dark streets shin - eth The ev - er - last-ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er Pro-claim the ho - ly  birth,
No ear may hear His com - ing; But in this world of sin,
We hear the Christ-mas  an - gels The great glad tid - ings tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years Are met in thee to-night.
And  prais - es sing to God the king And peace to all the earth!
Where meek souls will re - ceive Him, still The dear Christ en - ters in.

_— O - come to us, a - bide with us, Our Lord Im-man -u - el!
367 Angel.: from the Realms of Glory
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1 An - gels from the realms of glo-ry, Wing your flight o’er
2 Shep-herds in the field a - bid - ing, Watch-ing o’er your
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions, Bright-er vi- sions
4 Saints be - fore the al - tar bend-ing, Watch-ing long in
A5 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God the Fa - ther,
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all the earth; Ye who sang cre - a - tion’s sto - ry,
flocks by night, God with wus s now re - sid - ing,
beam a - far; Seek the great De - sire of na - tions,
hope and fear, Sud - den - ly the Lord, de - scend - ing,
Spir - it, Son, Ev - er - more your voic - es rais - ing
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Now pro - claim Mes - si - ah’s birth.
Yon - der shines the In - fant Light.
Ye have seen His na - tal star.
In His tem - ple shall ap - pear.
To thee - ter - nal Three in One.
A | Refrain
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Come and wor - ship, come and wor - ship;
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Wor - ship Christ, the new - born King.

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2-4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813-79
Text and tune: Public domain

375 Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising
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1 Come, your hearts and voic - es  rais - ing, Christ  the
2 Christ, from heav’n to us de - scend-ing And in
3Ja - cob’s star in all its  splen - dor Beams with
4 From the bond - age that op - pressed us, From sin’s
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Lord with glad - ness prais-ing; Loud - ly sing His love a -
love our race  be - friend-ing; In our need His help ex-
com - fort sweet and ten-der, Forc - ing Sa - tan to sur-
fet - ters that pos-sessed us, From the grief that sore dis-
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maz - ing, Wor - thy folk of Chris - ten - dom.
tend - ing, Saved  us from  the wi -y foe.
ren - der, Break - ing all the pow’rs  of hell.

tressed us, We, the cap - tives, now are free.



Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607 ~76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal , 1941, alt.

Oh, the joy beyond expressing

When by faith we grasp this blessing,

And to You we come confessing
That Your love has set us free.

Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,
From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us

Till we join Your choir above.

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House . Used by permission : LSB Hymn License no . 110004310
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376 Once in Royal David’s City
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I Once in roy - al Da - wvid’s cit - y Stood a
2 He came down to earth from heav - en, Who 1S
3 For He is our child - hood’s pat - tern, Day by
4 And our eyes at last shall see Him, Through His
5 Not in that poor, low - ly sta - ble With the
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low - ly cat - tle shed, Where a moth er laid her
God and Lord of all, And His shel ter was a
day like wus He grew; He was lit - tle, weak, and
own re - deem - ing love; For  that child so dear and
ox - en stand -ing by Shall we see Him, but in
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ba - by In a man - ger for His bed: Mar - vy
sta - ble, And His <cra - dle was a stall; With the
help - less, Tears and smiles like us He knew; And He
gen - tle Is our Lord in heav’n a - bove; And He
heav-en, Set at God’s right hand on high. Then like
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was that moth-er  mild, Je - sus Christ her lit - tle child.
poor and mean and low-ly Lived on earth our Sav-ior ho - ly.
feels for all our  sad-ness, And Heshares in all our glad-ness.
leads His chil-dren  on To  the place where He is  gone.
stars His chil-dren, crowned, All  in white, His praise will sound!

Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818-95, alt.
Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805-76
Text and tune: Public domain

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:

P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life

everlasting. Depart *I« in peace.

Amen.
Nunc Dimittis LSB 165
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Lord, now You let Your ser-vant go in peace; Your word has been ful -
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filled. My own eyes have seen the sal - va-tion which You have pre-
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pared in the sight of ev-’ry peo - ple: A light to re-
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veal You to the na-tions andthe glo-ry of Your peo-pleIs-ra - el.
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Glo-ry be to the Fa-ther and to the Son and to the Ho-ly Spir-it;
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as it was in the be-gin-ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Post-Communion Collect
Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Benediction LSB 166
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious

to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I« give you
peace.
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A - men.



387 Joy to the World
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav -ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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King; Let ev - 1y heart pre - pare Him
ploy, While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and
ground; He comes to make His bless - ings
prove  The glo - ries of His righ - teous
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room And heav’'n and na - ture sing, And heav’'n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse 1s  found, Far as the curse 1is
ness And won -ders of His love, And won - ders of His
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sing, And heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
joy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse 18 found.
love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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