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Rorate December 21, 2025 

Confession and Absolution 
334 O Lord, How Shall I Meet You 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Sin’s debt, that fearful burden, 

    Cannot His love erase; 
Your guilt the Lord will pardon 
    And cover by His grace. 
He comes, for you procuring 
    The peace of sin forgiv’n, 
His children thus securing 
    Eternal life in heav’n. 



 
6 He comes to judge the nations, 

    A terror to His foes, 
A light of consolations 
    And blessèd hope to those 
Who love the Lord’s appearing. 
    O glorious Sun, now come, 
Send forth Your beams so cheering, 
    And guide us safely home. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 184 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart 
and confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching 
Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 



Confession of Sins LSB 184 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my 

sins and iniquities with which I have ever offended 
You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and 
sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your 
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your 
beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 
merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

Absolution LSB 185 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the 
grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by 
the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son 
and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

Service of the Word 

 
Introit Psalm 130:5–8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1 

P Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
C that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
P I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 
C and in his word I hope; 
P my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the 

morning, 
C more than watchmen for the morning. 
P O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is 

steadfast love, 
C and with him is plentiful redemption. 



P And he will redeem Israel 
C from all his iniquities. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
P Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
C that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  
P Let us pray. 
C Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us 

by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down 
may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for 
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
Sit 



Old Testament Reading Haggai 2:7–10 

 7And I will shake all nations, so that the treasures of all 
nations shall come in, and I will fill this house with glory, 
says the LORD of hosts. 8The silver is mine, and the gold is 
mine, declares the LORD of hosts. 9The latter glory of this 
house shall be greater than the former, says the LORD of 
hosts. And in this place I will give peace, declares the LORD 
of hosts.’” 
 10On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the 
second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came by 
Haggai the prophet, 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Timothy 2:1–6 

 1First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, 
2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may 
lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every 
way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our 
Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and there 
is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the 
testimony given at the proper time. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 



Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 6:17–29 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth 
chapter. 

  

 
  
 17For it was Herod who had sent and seized John and 
bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother 
Philip’s wife, because he had married her. 18For John had 
been saying to Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your 
brother’s wife.” 19And Herodias had a grudge against him 
and wanted to put him to death. But she could not, 20for 
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and 
holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he 
was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly. 
 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday 
gave a banquet for his nobles and military commanders and 
the leading men of Galilee. 22For when Herodias’s daughter 
came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his guests. 
And the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish, 
and I will give it to you.” 23And he vowed to her, “Whatever 
you ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom.” 24And 
she went out and said to her mother, “For what should I 
ask?” And she said, “The head of John the Baptist.” 25And 
she came in immediately with haste to the king and asked, 
saying, “I want you to give me at once the head of John the 



Baptist on a platter.” 26And the king was exceedingly sorry, 
but because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to 
break his word to her. 27And immediately the king sent an 
executioner with orders to bring John’s head. He went and 
beheaded him in the prison 28and brought his head on a 
platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her 
mother. 29When his disciples heard of it, they came and 
took his body and laid it in a tomb. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 



     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 



341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Georg Weissel, 1590–1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Tune: August Lemke, 1820–1913 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 



Votum 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

Offering 

 
781 We Give Thee But Thine Own sts. 1–2 

 



 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface LSB 194 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  
P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  
P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared, 
proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb 
of God who takes away the sin of the world, and calling 



sinners to repentance that they might escape from the 
wrath to be revealed when He comes again in glory. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the 
company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 195 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to 
pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 



     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini LSB 197 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  

 
 



Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 

 
Left Column LSB 199 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
 



357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 
 
5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. Refrain 

 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 



7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 
In one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: French, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
337 The Night Will Soon Be Ending 

 

 

 

 



 
Text: Jochen Klepper, 1903–42; tr. Herman G. Stuempfle, Jr., 1923–2007 
Tune: Welsh 
Text: © 1998 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310 
Tune: Public domain 

 
383 A Great and Mighty Wonder 

 

 

 

 
Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 



The Dismissal LSB 199 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

 
Nunc Dimittis LSB 199 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
  

 



  
  
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 

Salutation LSB 201 

P The Lord be with you. 
  

 
 



Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 
  

 
 

Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 
gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give 
you peace. 

 
 

348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns 

 

 
Text: John Brownlie, 1859–1925, alt. 
Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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