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Second Sunday after Christmas January 4, 2025 

 

Confession and Absolution 
372 O Jesus Christ, Thy Manger Is 

 

 

 

 
 
5 Remember thou 

    What glory now 
The Lord prepared thee for all earthly sadness. 
    The angel host 
    Can never boast 
Of greater glory, greater bliss or gladness. 



6 The world may hold 
    Her wealth and gold; 
But thou, my heart, keep Christ as thy true treasure. 
    To Him hold fast 
    Until at last 
A crown be thine and honor in full measure. 

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 
Tune: Kenneth T. Kosche, 1947 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310 
Tune: © 1996 Kenneth T. Kosche. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Exhortation LSB 151 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and 
the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
Confession of Sins LSB 151 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by 

nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 



loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For 
the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to 
the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Absolution LSB 151 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a 
called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His 
authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 
name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14 

P The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, 

C glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

P Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our 
God; 

C for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
P Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
C his understanding is beyond measure. 
P But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 
C in those who hope in his steadfast love. 
P Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 



C Praise your God, O Zion! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, 

C glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord.  

 
  
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us 

pray to the Lord. 

 
  
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of 

the Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to 
the Lord. 

 
  



A For this holy house and for all who offer here their 
worship and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

 
  
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 
 

  



This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the 
true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this 
Light may shine forth in our lives; through the 
same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

  

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Lamentations 3:22–32 

22The steadfast love of the LORD never ceases; 
 his mercies never come to an end; 
23they are new every morning; 
 great is your faithfulness. 
24“The LORD is my portion,” says my soul, 
 “therefore I will hope in him.” 
25The LORD is good to those who wait for him, 
 to the soul who seeks him. 
26It is good that one should wait quietly 
 for the salvation of the LORD. 
27It is good for a man that he bear 
 the yoke in his youth. 



28Let him sit alone in silence 
 when it is laid on him; 
29let him put his mouth in the dust— 
 there may yet be hope; 
30let him give his cheek to the one who strikes, 
 and let him be filled with insults. 
31For the Lord will not 
 cast off forever, 
32but, though he cause grief, he will have compassion 
 according to the abundance of his steadfast love; 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 3:21–26 

 21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear 
witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and 
are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 
propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to 
show God’s righteousness, because in his divine 
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26It was to 
show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might 
be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 



Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 9:9–13 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the ninth 
chapter. 

  

 
  
 9As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called 
Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow 
me.” And he rose and followed him. 
 10And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, 
many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining 
with Jesus and his disciples. 11And when the Pharisees saw 
this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher eat 
with tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard it, he 
said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but 
those who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I 
desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 



Sit 
389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 

 
 
5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 
    No truer friend than He, 
    No truer friend than He. 

 
6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 
The angel bars the way no more. 
    To God our praises rise, 
    To God our praises rise. 

 
D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 
And praise to God the Father yield 



    And Spirit evermore; 
    We praise You evermore. 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text and tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004310 
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came 
down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the 
Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 



     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both 
the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is 
worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 
Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of 
sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Sit 

 
Offering 

 
781 We Give Thee But Thine Own sts. 1–2 

 

 
Text: William W. How, 1823–97 
Tune: William H. Monk, 1823–89 
Text and tune: Public domain 



Offertory LSB 159 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 

 

Service of the Sacrament 

 
Preface LSB 160 

P The Lord be with you. 

 
  



P Lift up your hearts. 

 
  
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 

Proper Preface (Full) 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You 
have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, 
seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know 
and love those things which are not seen. Therefore 
with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
evermore praising You and saying: 

 
Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 



 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You 
have had mercy on those whom You created and sent 
Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin 
and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 
salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing 
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 
  
Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, 
we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen 
us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat 
His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His 
own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the 
ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the 
marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has 
no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 
preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, 
honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

  



The Words of Our Lord 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, 
He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do 
in remembrance of Me.” 
  
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in 
My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness 
of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 
Proclamation of Christ 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
  
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving 

us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead 
us to remember and confess Your holy cross and 
passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, 
Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into 
heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So 
remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 



          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Pax Domini LSB 163 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
Sit 
  



Distribution 

 
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then 
distribute them to those who come to receive, saying: 

 
Left Column LSB 164 

Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, given into death for your sins. 
Amen. 
  
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your sins. 
Amen. 
 

In dismissing the communicants, the following is said: 

 
The Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 
everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 

  



381 Let Our Gladness Have No End 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1, ref, 3–4): tr. unknown, alt.; (st. 2): tr. Vincent Pisek, 1859–1930 
Text and tune: Bohemian, 15th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 
  



388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–3): John W. Work II, 1873–1925, alt. 
Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
  



383 A Great and Mighty Wonder 

 

 

 

 
Text: Germanus, c. 634–c. 734; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Stand 

 
Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 



 

 
 

Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray. 
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 
refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us 
through the same in faith toward You and in fervent 
love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious 
to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you 
peace. 

 
 



374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 

 

 

 
Text: Joseph Simpson Cook, 1859–1933 
Tune: Piae Cantiones Ecclesiasticae, 1582, Griefswald 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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